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5,239 hands, and turn out 14,000,000 pounds of yarn and 2,000,000 pounds of cloth. The mill of the Sholapur Spinning and Weaving Company began working at Sholapur city in 1877 with a nominal capital of 8 lakhs. In addition to the cotton-mills, there are 2 ginning factories, employing about 174 operatives. Oil-presses of the native type are worked by Tells in many places, and saltpetre is manufactured to some extent by Mahars and Mangs.
Since the opening of the railway, trade has greatly increased. Next to cotton, a large proportion of which comes from other Districts, the chief exports are oil, oilseeds, ght, turmeric, and cotton cloth. The imports are salt, piece-goods, yarn, gunny-bags, and iron-ware. Trade is carried on at the towns and in markets, fairs, village shops, and also by travelling carriers. The largest centres of internal trade are Sholapur city, Barsi, and Pandharpur; and next to these Vairag, Madha, Mohol, Karmala, Akluj, Nateputa, and Sangola. The traders are chiefly Lingayats, Bhatias, Hindu Vams, and Marwaris.
The south-east line of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway, which connects with the Madras Railway at Raichur, passes through the District with a length of 115 miles. From Hotgi near Sholapur city, the eastern branch of the Southern Mahratta Railway runs south towards Bijapur, for a distance of about 8 miles within the District. At Barsi Road a pioneer enterprise in light railways connects Barsi town with the Great Indian Peninsula Railway. This line, which is on a 2 foot 6 inch gauge, was opened in 1897. Extensions of the Barsi Light Railway to Tad walla, 27 miles from Barsi town, and to Pandharpur, were opened in 1906. There are (1904) 567 miles of roads in the District, of which 140 miles are metalled. Of these the Poona-Hyderabad trunk road is the most important, traversing the District in a south-easterly direction for 78 miles. Except 341 miles of unmetalled roads in charge of the local authorities, all these roads are maintained by the Public Works department, The Barsi Light Railway Company maintains and repairs 21 miles of metalled road.
The earliest recorded famine is the great Durga-devi famine, which began about 1396 and is said to have lasted nearly twelve years. Next came the famine of 1460. About 1520 a great amme. famme js said to have been caused by military hordes destroying and plundering the crops. The famine of 1791 was very severe, especially in the Carnatic, where the crops entirely failed. In the Deccan the yield was one-fourth to one-half the usual out-turn ; and as thousands flocked from the Carnatic to the Deccan for food, the distress became very severe. During this famine grain sold at 3 seers a rupee. In 1802 the plunder and destruction of crops by Holkar and the Pindaris caused a serious scarcity, which the failure of the rains in October and November, 1803, turned into a famine of